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Dear gir; -

Tour lettaer of April 35 received and contents
Doted.

L ', Tou ask for information on the immigration question, ' -
The American Federation of Labor made an; earnast offort to have
lmnigzaticn reatricted for at least two years. It alsc urgsd

that an immigration law be enmacsad contalning the provisiecn

%225 after that peried of twe years an ordar can be 1ssued °: .
a.hscl'u'tsly prohibiting immigration during times of unemployman

; Congraass,hcwavar, pasased a bhill providing that onmly
three per cent of any one nationality, based oo the foreign -
Pepulatlon of 1910, could entar the Unitad States. .This was
ROt signed by the Prasident. A+ the next sesslion of Congrass |
tla American Federatlon of Labor will continue to urgs the !

Pas3ag® O leglslation restrictlng Lrmigraticn for two years or !
ora,

' E7ery cltizan of the Unitad States should maka protast
against the influx of Fecple from other countries. I+ 13
@3timated that thers ars 5,000,000 unemployed in the qountTy at
“Qe present time wiih the numbaer inoreasing rapidly. In OcicBer
101,000 immigrants ar=ived in this country; in Novemcer,303,000;
According to 8%eamsnip men 10,0C0,0C0 pacple could be brougit in-
vS Thls country in the next tan monthas L7 ships were avallabga.
This estimata i3 baged an applicatlons for passage already raceived.
SO many havs movad from SBelgium and Bermany to Folland that taens
Or thousandg of Hollandars have been forced to leave thaeix country
Ior the Unitad Staies. When peace 1a daclarad batwaen the United
Statas and Ausiria, flocds of raasidants of thage couniriag will
coms %9 America. You can then very well understand tha® the Unitad
States 13 28eply intarasatad in immigration,

S0 _rany immigrants ccoming into this counsiry will break
dewn the gtandard of living of our pecple. Ir 1905 when afforts
¥ere mads In Congraeass to cpen” T84 dooTs to Orisntal izmigration
the American Faderadion of Labor daclared: :

"We makXa no pretansa that tha axclusion of
Chinese can he defended wpon a high ideal, ethical
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ground, but we inslat $2ag 1% i3 our
egsential duty to maintain and pragarve
owm%wd of

117a and civilizaticon,a u3 %o agsura

us the opportuniiy for ths davalopmant of
cur intellsctual and moral charagfter. Self-
pragarvation hag always been Tragarded aa the
firat law of nature. It is a2 principle and
a necesalty from which we ought not and must
not depart,”

Shutting cut from cur skorss the poor of other nastions
and races i3 caused by tha law of necessity and galf-protaction
consaquent upon cur industrial gystam. Labor does not dasire %0
eract a2 wall around cur country and prevent the poor of cther = -
nations from entering. It does not declare that America 1is for
Amerlicansg alone, but it does inaist that there should be and muss
Ce some restriciion of immigrasion that will pravent disintegzation

of American aconcmic standarda.

_Those who favor umrestricted immigration care nothing for
the pecple. "They ars simply dasitous of flooding the countzy with
unsxilled as well as skilled labor of other 3 for the purpcae
¢ Yreaking down pmerican standards. You mus rzat thas if low
Wages, long hours of employmenit and untearabls working conditions
&re signs of prosperity China and India would be ths greatast com-
marcial and industrial ccuntries in thas world. - They have no gizikss
in China. It is the Utopia of the %cpen shop®. Americs , howsvar, .

- e

wheXe men are frae %o voica thelr desirass for greatar and still
gTeater advancement in aconomic conditions, is the gresataest country
- 00 earth. Its pecple live batter than anywhera elaa, andi the trada
unlons are responsgibls for maintalning those standards., Those who-
Belleve in unrestrictad Immigration wan$ thils coumnizy Chinaized,
But I firmly believe tha% there zra $oo many right-thinking pecpla.
in cur country ta permit such an: avil. T

Very tzwly yours,

DPragidens,

American rFederation 42 Laker.
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